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Mr. Estuardo Silva

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Office of Environmental Services

Waste Permits Division

Post Office Box 4313

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4313

RE:  Draft Hazardous Waste Modified Operating and Post Closure Permit
Chemical Waste Management, Inc.
7170 John Brannon Road
Carlyss, LA 70665
Permith LADOO077201-0OP-RN-MO-1
Al# 742/PER20140007

Dear Mz, Silva:

EPA has the following comments on the draft Hazardous Waste Operating and Post Closure Permit
for the Chemical Waste Management, Inc. facility located at 7170 John Brannon Road, Carlyss, LA
70665 (Draft Permit). Chemical Waste Management, Inc. (Chem Waste) secks to add two oil
recovery units (ORUs), two thermal desorber units (TDUs), and 19 associated tanks to its operations
at its Carlyss, Louisiana facility. The ORUs will be utilized to separate recoverable oils from drilling
fluids, refinery tank bottoms, commercially exempt waste, and other non-hazardous and hazardous
waste. The TDUs will treat contaminated tank bottoms, sludge, catalyst slurry oil, and other non-
hazardous and hazardous waste. The TDUs will be designed to separate organic constituents from a
waste stream by condensing the organic components. which would allow for the recovery or disposal
of the contaminants. The non-condensable gases will be routed to a thermal oxidizer unat (TOU).
The TDU 1s proposed to be permitted as a miscellaneous unit.

Condition [L.E.25.¢ of the Draft Permit provides that “folne hundred and eighty (180) days before
planned construction, the Permittee must submit finalized engineering specifications and operating
parameters for the proposed Thermal Desorber Units to the Administrative Authority for approval,
The information submitted must comply with the requirements of this permit and L.A.C. 33V,
Chapter 32, and all applicable regulations.” Chapter 32 is entitled “Miscellaneous Units”™, and is the
State equivalent of 40 C.F.R. Part 264, Subpart X. Due to the absence of any proposed engineering
spectfications, performance test, operating conditions, operating parameters, monitoring and
recordkeeping requirements, we have identified permit requirements for the TDU and TOU below
that we believe are required by the regulations for operation of the TDU and TOU.

How the TDU and TOU are permitted determine the appropriate permit requirements for the units.
The material being treated in the TDU and the TOU is already a hazardous waste. Thermal treatment
after a material becomes a hazardous waste 1s fully regulated under RCRA, 54 Fed. Reg. 50968,
500973 (December 11, 1989). The combustion of the non-condensable gases in the TOU meets the
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definition of “thermal treatment” in L.A.C. 33:V.109 {40 C.F.R. § 260.10] and thus requires a RCRA
permit. The TOU would meet the definition of incinerator in L.A.C. 33:V.109 {40 C.F.R. § 260.10]
(an enclosed device that uses controlled flame combustion). However, rather than permitting the TOU
as an incinerator, LDEQ could permit the TDU and TOU together as a miscellaneous unit under
L.A.C. 33:V. Chapter 32 [40 C.F.R. Part 264, Subpart X]. If this occurs, then LDEQ is required to
include in the permit requirements from L.A.C. 33:V. Chapters 3, 5, 7, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31,
4301.F, H, 4302, 4303 and 43035, all other applicable requirements of L.A.C. 33:V. Subpart [, and of
40 C.F.R. Part 63, Subpart EEE and 40 C.F.R. Part 146, that are appropriate for the miscellaneous unit
being permitted.!

The decisions as to what appropriate requirements would be included in the permit would be left to
LDEQ. However, we believe that the permit conditions would be similar to those set forth in the
enclosed Consent Agreement and Final Order, In Re: US Ecology Texas, Inc. and TD*X Associates,
LP, EPA Docket Nos. RCRA-06-2012-0936 and RCRA-06-2012-0937, filed October 4, 2012. These
permit conditions would include, but not be limited to: 1) a startup, shutdown, and malfunction plan;
(2) a performance test, which includes meeting a 99.99% destruction removal efficiency for each
principle organic hazardous constituent and meeting certain emission limits; (3) automatic waste feed
cutoff system; (4) operating parameters; and (5) investigation, recordkeeping, testing, and reporting
requirements. This position was also previously communicated to LDEQ in a letter from EPA to

Mr. J. D. Head dated May 2, 2016, in which a copy was sent to LDEQ. A copy of this letter is also
enclosed.

if you have any questions, please feel free to call me at (214) 665-8022.

Sincerely,

»
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Susan Spalding s
Associate Director
Hazardous Waste Branch (6MM-R)
Multimedia Division

Enclosure

"' The equivalent Federal provisions are 40 C.F.R. Part 264, Subparts I through O, AA, BB, and
CC, 40 C.F.R. Part 270, 40 C.F.R. Part 63, Subpart EEE, and 40 C.F.R. Part 146.
40 C.F.R. § 264.601.

ED_002427A_00003980-00002



